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FISM Newsletter 
No. 161 – APRIL 8th, 2025 

To all Presidents of the FISM member societies 
and Delegates in the General Assembly  

Dear President, Dear Friend in Magic, 

It’s a pleasure to keep you informed on our latest developments and projects. 

The FISM World Championship of Magic 2025 will take place in less than four months, as 
will the triennial General Assembly which will be held on Tuesday 15th of July 2025. The 
agenda and all necessary annexes will be sent to you in May. 

RE-ELECTION OF THE FISM BOARD 

Following the publication of the FISM Newsletter No. 159 on February 18, 2025, I am pleased 
to inform you below of the names of the candidates who have applied for a position on the 
Board of Directors.  
Please find attached their CVs, along with a link to further information that will support their 
application and demonstrate their ability to take on such significant responsibility. 

INTERNATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT (FINANCE) 

• Peter DIN (France) peterdin@me.com 
• Shigeru TASHIRO (Japan) magic@kk.iij4u.or.jp  

INTERNATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT (GENERAL AFFAIRS) 

• Douwe SWIERSTRA (The Netherland) swierstra@planet.nl  
• Xavier TAPIAS (Spain) xaviertapiasfism@gmail.com  
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APPLICANTS’ CURRICULUM VITAE 

  

 

o CV French Version 
o CV German Version 
o CV Spanish Version 

 

 – 2 – 27 janvier 2025  

 

Peter DIN 
2, allée des Érables 
78370 PLAISIR 
! Mobile: 06 99 04 81 01 
✉ Email : peterdin@me.com 
# Websites:  www.peterdin.com : dedicated to my “Young Audience” shows 

 

Personal Information 

• Date of Birth: November 2, 1960 
• Place of Birth: Saint-Étienne (Loire-42), France 
• Nationality: French 

 

Key Skills 
• Professional artist since 1981: magician, ventriloquist, director, and author. 
• Management and Organization: expertise in artistic direction, event planning, and project management. 
• Speaker and Trainer: specialist in shows for very young audiences and coach for artists. 
• Languages: French (native), English (fluent). 

 

Professional Experience - Associative Engagement and FISM 
• PRESIDENT OF THE CERCLE MAGIQUE DE PARIS ASSOCIATION (SINCE 2021). 
• FISM VICE-PRESIDENT IN CHARGE OF FINANCES (SINCE 2011). 
• MAGIC COORDINATOR FOR THE MAGIE À L’HÔPITAL ASSOCIATION,  
• INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FISM JUDGE FOR COMPETITIONS. 
• PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH FEDERATION OF PRESTIDIGITATION ARTISTS (FFAP) (2006-2011). 
• CREATOR OF THE FRENCH MAGIC TEAM FOR THE FFAP. 

 

ARTISTIC CAREER AND MANAGEMENT 
• Trainer for the professional magician diploma (since 2024). 
• Author and Speaker: 

• The Great Magic for Little Ones – The Ultimate Lecture (2024): enriched and complete edition, the 
result of 20 years of experience and reflection. 
• Baby Magic (2020): a book dedicated to magic for toddlers. 
• The Magic Workshop Without Tears (2010). 
• The Great Magic for Little Ones (2004): a reference book on magic for very young audiences. 

• Theater Coach for the French Magic Team (2007-2011). 
• Artistic Director for cruises and shows (1981-2001). 
• Director and Actor in various shows, musicals, and theatrical productions. 
• Founder and Manager of a mutual artistic secretariat (since 1981), handling 380 artists. 

 

Education 

• Conservatory of Saint-Étienne, Drama Section (1990-1992). 
• Lyric Singing: lessons with Pierrette THEVENON (1986-1990). 
• High School Diploma in quantitative management techniques. 
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    Resume Douwe Swierstra (a.k.a. Gandalf) 
 
    Born: 21 February 1952 at Sneek – The Netherlands 
    Married, 3 sons, 5 grandsons 
    Education: Business School (Nyenrode) and Law at 
    the University of Groningen – The Netherlands 
    Career: 20 years in International Banking, followed by  
   10 years in Corporate Banking in The Netherlands and 5 years in     
   Corporate Finance and international investments.  
   Currently retired. 
 
 

In terms of “Magic”: 
Magic has been my principal hobby as from the age of 10 and I got a boost when I saw Fred Kaps perform 
live at the jubileum of my local gymnastic club when I was 12.  At 15 years’ old I joined my first magic 
society (Arnhem) as the only “junior member”. In Groningen I joined Passe Passe and – while abroad – I 
joined the Magic Society in Sao Paulo (Brazil), the IBM Ring in Atlanta (Georgia) and the IBM Ring in 
Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania). In short I consider myself an avid amateur (« part time pro »). 
Back in Holland I joined several magic societies such as The Black Muze, The Micromagic Society, 
Mysterium Amsterdam (then with Tommy Wonder, Dick Koornwinder and Fl!p)) and for 25 years I was the 
secretary of Hands Down, the oldest magic society in Holland. Currently I am a member of the Magic 
Society of Central Netherlands and of the Amsterdam Magic Society. 
I have been a Vice President of the NMU for 6 years, have been the Chief Editor of the NMU Magic 
Magazine – also for 6 years – managing the transition “from print to digital” and continue currently as a 
reporter and contributor. 
With regard to FISM: I have attended almost all FISM Conventions, starting in 1973 in Paris (only missing 
Vienna and Yokohama) and several of the FISM ECM’s. I have frequently featured as a member of the jury 
for the Close Up competition, I am currently member of the Audit Committee, of the Intellectual Property 
Rights Committee and of the Legal Committee among other advising on the revision of The Statutes and 
Rules of Contest and advising on such matters as contractual disputes, drafting of contracts, plagiarism / 
copy right issues and/or the correct interpretation and application of the various FISM rules.  
Blackpool and Masters of Magic also feature as my favourite magic conventions. 
 
Other: 
I have been a (board) member of Rotary, Lions and currently of Probus (Program Manager) and have been 
on the Boards of International Schools in Riyad and Prague and am currently on the Advisory Board of a 
large Dutch Pension Fund 
 
Languages: 

• Dutch    native 
• English    fluent 
• (Brazilian) Portuguese  fluent 
• German    fluent 
• French    fair 
• Italian    reasonable 
• notion of Arabic and Chech 

 
Personal characteristics: 
I consider myself a family man and a people’s person, with a wide range of highly varied (professional / 
international) experiences and as such also very well versed in intercultural communication, an effective 
communicator (orally and/or in writing). Last but not least: I have a good sense of humour and consider 
myself above average creative. Analytic and objective through my banking and legal experience. At the age 
of 73 I have developed a stable character and try to take full benefit from the accumulated wisdom of the 
past 7 decades. My interest in general matters of life is vast. 
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LETTERS OF INTENT 

All candidates have written a letter of intent, the respective links to which are provided below. 
These documents, which detail their motivations, objectives and preliminary plans, are 
intended to ensure a transparent and informed evaluation process. 

• Peter Din 
o English 
o French 
o German 
o Spanish 

• Shigeru Tashiro 

o English 

• Douwe Swierstra 
o English 

• Xavier Tapias 
o English 
o French 
o German 
o Spanish 

 

Best regards, 

Andrea Baioni 

FISM International President 

 

Fred Roby & Angela’s Fund 


